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Case 2870 


Xerophila geyeri Soós, 1926 (currently Trochoidea geyeri; Mollusca, 
Gastropoda): proposed conservation of the specific name 


Edmund Gittenberger 


Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, P.O. Box 9517, NL 2300 RA, Leiden, 
The Netherlauds 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of 
Trochoidea geyeri (Soós, 1926) for a terrestrial pulmonate snail (family HYGROMNDAE) 
from western Europe, which is also found in Pliocene and Pleistocene deposits. The 
name is in universal usage but is threatened by five senior subjective synonyms which 
have been unused since publication and for which suppression is proposed. The 
earlier names are Helix arceuthophila and H. ycaunica, both of Mabille (1881); 
H. vicianica Bourguignat in Locard, 1882; H. deana and H. pleurestha, both of 
Berthier (1884). 


l. The specific name of Xerophila geyeri was established by Soós (1926, p. 98, 
pl. 5, figs. 1-3) for a terrestrial pulmonate mollusc from near Erfurt in Germany. 
Material from the type locality is in the Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden 
(18 shells numbered 56862). 

2. During a revision of parts of Bourguignat's collection, now housed in the 
Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, I found that the species currently known as 
Trochoidea geyeri (Soós, 1926) was represented by samples of several specimens from 
France, under various earlier names (see Gittenberger, 1993). These are Helix 
arceuthophila Mabille, 1881 (p. 122; originally described from Fontainebleau, Seine 
et Marne), H. ycaunica Mabille, 1881 (p. 122; from Mailly le Cháteau, Yonne), 
H. vicianica Bourguignat in Locard, 1882 (pp. 106, 331; from between Thiers and 
Vichy, Allier), H. deana Berthier, 1884 (p. 354; from Die, Drôme), and H. pleurestha 
Berthier, 1884 (p. 355; also from Die). The nominal species arceuthophila, ycaunica 
and deana are each represented in Geneva by a single specimen; vicianica and 
pleurestha are each represented by two. The specimens of H. vicianica are known to 
be syntypes and it is possible that specimens of other nominal species are also, having 
been donated to Bourguignat. 

3. All the names were introduced by disciples of the *Nouvelle École', founded and 
guided by Bourguignat. Dance (1986, pp. 163-164) commented that the ‘Nouvelle 
École' burdened the molluscan nomenclature with a plethora of ill-conceived new 
species, based on small variations in shell morphology, since 'every other shell was 
regarded as potentially new to science’. It is not indicated on the labels in 
Bourguignat's collection which author collected or donated each specimen; how- 
ever, the names and localities that are mentioned are identical with those in the 
original descriptions, and the descriptions fit the shells very well. The names are 
senior subjective synonyms of 7: geyeri but have remained unused since their 
publication. 
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4. Trochoidea geyeri (Soós, 1926) is a widespread inland species with a distribution 
that is unique in the genus Trochoidea Brown, 1827, the many species of which are 
otherwise concentrated around the Mediterranean. 7. geyeri is known from the 
Swedish island of Gotland in the north-east to the Spanish province of Soria in the 
south-west; most records are from central Europe (see Gittenberger, 1993, pp. 307, 
309). The earliest records of the species are from the Pliocene (the Red Crag in Britain 
and a deposit in the Cóte d'Or, France). It had a more widespread and continuous 
distribution during the cold periods of the Pleistocene than the present disjunct range 
(see Magnin, 1989) and inhabited south-east England, where it occurred in certain 
interglacial periods (Bramertonian, Cromerian) and also in many deposits of 
Late-Glacial age. Generally it disappeared very early in the Postglacial period, as 
forests spread, but it has been found from a Late Postglacial deposit in Cornwall 
where it is most common in a layer dated at abont 3000 years B.P. (Bronze Age) 
within coastal sand dunes (see Gittenberger, 1993, p. 306). 

5. Trochoidea geyeri has frequently been confused with conchologically similar 
species (see Gitttenberger, 1993, pp. 309-318). These include, in particular, Helix 
striata Müller, 1774 (p. 38; see, for example, Geyer, 1896, p. 30; 1909, p. 44) but the 
misidentification of this taxon has now been recognised (see Kerney & Cameron, 
1979, p. 183; Magnin. 1989, pp. 779, 783). The name 7. geyeri has remained 
unchallenged and has been used consistently for a terrestrial pulmonate snail from 
western Europe, both Recent and fossil (see, for example, the publications of 
Aparicio, 1986, Falkner, 1990 and Nordsieck, 1993. Gittenberger, 1993, cited 21 
works by a number of authors published in the last 50 years in which the name 1s 
used. Three further representative references, not cited by Gittenberger, are held by 
the Commission Secretariat). Adoption of any of the earlier unused names for the 
taxon (para. 2) would cause unnecessary confusion in the literature and I therefore 
request that they be suppressed. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the following specific names for the 
purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy: 

(a) arceuthophila Mabille, 1881, as published in the binomen Helix arceutho- 
phila; 
(b) vcaunica Mabille, 1881, as published in the binomen Helix ycaunica; 
(c) vicianica Bourguignat in Locard, 1882, as published in the binomen Helix 
vicianica; 
(d) deana Berthier, 1884, as published in the binomen Helix deana; 
(e) pleurestha Berthier, 1884, as published in the binomen Helix pleurestha, 
to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name geveri Soós, 
1926, as published in the binomen Yerophila geyeri; 
(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology the following names: 
(a) arceuthophila Mabille, 1881, as published in the binomen Helix arceutho- 
phila and as suppressed in (1)(a) above; 
(b) ycaunica Mabille, 1881, as published in the binomen Helix ycaunica and as 
suppressed in (1)(b) above; 
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(c) vicianica Bourguignat in Locard, 1882, as published in the binomen Helix 
vicianica and as suppressed in (1)(c) above; 

(d) deana Berthier, 1884, as published in the binomen Helix deana and as 
suppressed in (1)(d) above; 

(e) pleurestha Berthier, 1884, as published in the binomen Helix pleurestha and 
as suppressed in (1)(e) above. 
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